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General Rat Running through Birdlip All directions

o

tie )
mbe. - 4 817
\iltcombe vnym;nwﬁw Park

49,5

Great
Witcombe

%,
Birglip 2

Brimpsfield

See Video

“Commercial Vehicles Rat
Running through Birdlip Blurred”

Types of vehicles using B roads and country lanes to avoid congestion on A417 include Arctics and overweight vehicles which cause chaos
within the village and on the approach roads to Birdlip.
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Trying to make a U-turn on narrow road
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Negotiating the bend on B4060

Volume of Traffic and Speeding issues Birdlip
Regular traffic and speed surveys are carried out in the village of Birdlip. Examples of most recent surveys below

See Video
“Traffic Speed Narrow Lanes
Blurred”

Speeding
A one hour midday survey saw 141 motorists detected all 35
mph or over. Of the 141 detected 42 were found to be traveling
at over 40mph+ 29% of the total two top speeds of 49mph and
50mph. The results were forwarded to the police who issued
warning letters to these motorists for travelling over the 30mph
speed limit

Traffic Survey
7.30-8.30am saw 1007 cars come through Birdlip (includes stats for
Birdlip Hill to Stroud Rd)

The 5 hours from 1-6pm just centre of Birdlip total of 3934.
Of those vehicles 796 were commercial vehicles

See Video
“The Birdlip Run Blurred”
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Rat Running through Birdlip and surrounding villages is know as the
“Birdlip Run” this has been mentioned in a novel published
February 2021

(especially physical contact) with Victoria?

He saw her occasionally at GCHQ. He saw her even less frequently
when he called in discreetly at her rented cottage in Great Witcombe at
the bottom of the Birdlip Run. If she wasn’t at home, he left a message by
adjusting the arrow on the disused, rusting milk-bottle carrier by the
doorstep; a simple code of ‘1’ meaning ‘tomorrow’, ‘2’ meaning ‘the day
after’, etc. The relationship was not going to last if something didn’t
change soon. She wanted some permanency, to be able to hold hands in
public. He wanted his kids to grow up and leave home. She wanted his

raguCoTTTegaTTes

In the car on the way down, they had talked only of the Falklands and
the need for a dual carriageway from the M4 to the M5.

“That would get rid of the rat run down Birdlip Hill,” Ross had
commented.

Jack had said nothing. It was the closest they came to talking about
Victoria. The lull before the storm?

In a form of diversion therapy, Jack began to fold up his empty crisp
packet and place it under the heavy ashtray.

“I've left a set of that.chap Basil'splansinyour drawer. You may need

incredible that Jack worked in the Secret Squirrel community, it was
equally unbelievable that he was being unfaithful.

Driving back to Cheltenham, he cut off the corner at The Air Balloon
public house by taking a shortcut down the local rat run. The lane
zigzagged down Birdlip Hill. The Birdlip Run. Birdlip Time. Birdlip Space.
The one occasion when Jack was free; free to think. Between work and
home. Between Victoria and Sarah. Between the devil and the deep blue
sea.

The young Jack had been average; never picked for the first team,




Examples of Birdlip Social Media
Posts

=  There are 2 Police patrol cars at the bottom
of the A417 - | suspect it won't be long
before they close it as | came up it 15 mins
ago and it was nearly down to just 1 lane up.

5w Like Reply 10

Vo
Blues on & SLOW sign flashing in both

5w Like Reply
. Write a reply..

e
' Thanks for the info

5w Like Reply

@ Birdiip

An suv/pick up went so fast past me today that it rocked
my car! The road from the school to the George is not a
sodding race track! This was at 5.50pm. If there was
anyone crossing the road you would have killed them
and totalled your car and most likely someone else's car
and house! There could be children on bikes. There
could have been a loose dog. A cat. A child being
pushed in a push chair. It's dark, the roads are wet and
life is precious don't drive like an idiot. Think.

o2 42 comments

-= Thereis a lorry stuck on the corner by the
George on the bend coming up he lost
some of his load out the back Police guiding
traffic

7w Like Reply

It's not solved yet and nothing is going
down at the moment.

7w Like Reply

Thanks for the heads up x
7w Like Reply

< post von

e Riding and walking the
kids sometimes is terrible. Friday
afternoons you won't see any locals even
attempting a walk ride or cycle as it is just
too dangerous and since lockdown has
eased | don't know why but every afternoon
seems totally be busy. People drive like

maniacs even on blind corners. @

Reply 3D

Big accident on 417. They cave closed
from nettleton and are diverting traffic
through brimpsfield. Just to make you
aware. X 07:40

Oh dear, the school buses to
Cirencester will be caught in that one

] 07:41

Thanks for that, just leaving for work
@ wondered why it is so busy through
village 07:42

Thanks for the heads up - just told
so he can go a different way. 07:43

Goodness. There was something going
on yesterday too heading east/
southbound as it was bumper to

f‘ Birdlip
("

- - 24 Sep - @

Just to be aware the roads are mad this morning the
muppets are on the loose in their cars !! Have a good
and safe Friday xx

il Like (D Comment

@ Send

Seen by 87 people

All comments v

L
@ Clovcestershire Constabulary @+ X
o

The #A417 is currently closed between Gloucestor
Business Park and the Al Batoon Roundabout in
al directions while offcers deal with the concern
for the weltare of an individual. Motorists aro
advised 1o find ahteratre routes.

{3 ROADCLOSURE 20
#u0e: .

7w Like Reply

.! Stand still traffic going up the hill.

They've closed the road into birdlip from
a417. Does anyone know why? You can
still leave birdlip that way but not come

off there 09:33

No but I've just had the longest detour
to work )

Nightmare! .45

Hi- no idea why but come can come off
and in to the village still as it says for
access only. | didn't realise but turned
around and came back and you can
come in x

bumper then too. X 07:50

!"“; shared a post.
- @ 10ct-&

Gloucestershire Traffic and Travel Group -
Join
-10ct- &
Dangerous driving conditions up Birdlip Hill and on
A417 to Cirencester. Fuel spill, several accidents.
Take care!

&) 1 Comment
@ Send

|b Like D Comment

Matching comment

Traffic chaos in village

Like Reply

Google maps now showing two crashes
b.one outside leverets [sidelands .one
up beyond the church. Wet roads/
Friday night rat runners. Surprised it
doesn't happen more often 17:4

®

And it's going to take 2 more years
before they start on the missing link

18:01

ljustdo not getit 5.4,

But how many years and how many
fatalities 18:05

Too many X 1505 ./

09:39

01/10/2021

Apparently there's a diesel spill on the A417 and road is closed.
School.bus is still trapped in Be
Brimpsfield. Worth avoiding for a while if you can.

Thanks | XX

+44 7949
Hence all the traffic through the village still




Date 6" December 2021

Impact
Evidence

General Congestion A417 Alternative Route taken

See Videos
“Crickley Hill
Congestion”

“Rat Running 6
December
Blurred”

“Rat Running 6
December 1
Blurred”

“Rat Running 6
December 2
Blurred”

“Rat Running 6
December 3
Blurred”

“Rat Running 6th
December 2021
Birdlip to
Brimpsfield”

Birdlip Village
Social Media
Posts

S

Air balloon v slow traffic up the hill

Massive queues up to Ad17.

Here are some

on. | dida
barnwood to Cirencester you'd
instead of the A417 right now:

nt route example

told to drive through birdlip

I've been nearly hit twice. Idiots. Havnt even got to sidelands from
MONDAY brimpsfield.
There's a lot more traffic running through from Birdlip to brimpsfield

and vice versa, Comes in waves of 3-4 cars,

Today has been semi stationary ftraffic back pat our house since
about 7. 40.... so nearly an hour.. simply quing to use the George
junction

Thanks X

Showing dark red on Google maps

Crazy!! We're beginning to live on a traffic island (x

with traffic data turned
s a good one. From

p ¢ Quick vid of the chaos caused by a re-routed lorry
loucester services to Cirencester

‘v at0849- @

Morning good folks of Birdlip. This was this morning at 7.45 am.

0:03 / 0:52

0w 26 comments Seen by 95




Date 27" November 2021

Impact
Evidence

Accident/Event/Congestion A417 Cowley roundabout to

Alternative Route taken

See Video

“Residents Drive 1 of 3 Blurred,
2 of 3 Blurred and 3 of 3 Blurred”
Shows vehicles parking on drive
and resident helping to direct
traffic as unable to pass narrow
lanes between Brimpsfield and
Birdlip.

Also See Video
“Rat Running 27*" November”
Rat Running through Birdlip Village
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Crickley Hill travelling East or West
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Birdlip Village Social Media Posts

27/11/2021

Lots of rat running happening right now

s of rat running happening right now

Yeah there were several sirens earlier.

Yeah, 2 separate prang showing up on
417. Police and ambulance outside ours
right now.. road closed

Car pra g outside
2 ambulances outside ours now

Hope nobody badly hurt

(%)

I hope there's no serious injuries (&

Does anyone know if the A417 is ok - |
have some elderly friends coming up from
Cheltenham for lunch and not sure what
to advise?

Appears to be moving slowly towards
Cirencester but backed up towards Birdlip
xx

Thanks

Can hear more sirens! &

27 November at 09:56 - @
The road from Birdlip to Brimpsfield is treacherous! Cars everywhere on the Kellands farm bends.

Police on the road to the bypass & also accident on the hill Witcombe to Birdlip
(X 25 comments

oY Like

() Comment
All comments
Its also sheet ice on Witcombe hill we skidded down & around a broken down van

@

Like - Reply - 1 w
.—, . .
- thank goodness you avoided him x
Like - Reply - 1w O
\~.

- | had people in their cars coming through my gates, up my
drive & parking on my drive for over 10 mins as the lane was grid locked!

Like -Reply - 1 w

Thank you for the update! | can't think why we want option 30!x

Like - Reply - 1 w

Guessing A417 is closed or at a standstill and lots of sirens s x

Like - Reply - 1w

-—

)

= Hope everyone is ok
Like - Reply 1w

R |
Stay safe everyone @
Like - Reply - 1w

1

-

Yes roads horrendous. Accident on Stroud Rd too outside lvy Lodge Barns and road
shut.A417 at a standstill. Stay safe everyone
Like - Reply - 1w
\ : '
- that explains why everyone is streaming past us to get into

Birdlip but with the bypass closed the only route is then down the Witcombes
?

Like - Reply - 1 w




Date 23" October 2021

Impact
Evidence

Accident/Event/Congestion Brockworth Bypass/Crickley

Hill travelling East or West

Alternative Route taken

See Video
“Event on Crickley Hill Blurred”

Which shows volume of traffic S roskRei
diverting through Birdlip to A417
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Birdlip Village ¥ e

. . Explains the constant traffic. Yet another serious collision
Social Media
Posts

11 Glos Roads Retweeted

Glos Police @ @Glos_Police- 37m

The A417 at Crickley Hill is currently
closed in both directions between the
A46 Shurdington Road junction and the
Air Balloon Roundabout following a
serious collision.

The collision occurred just after 4am and
the road is likely to remain closed for
several hours.

O
~
o

- (O Comment

That's 3 serious accidents 1 death and 5 closures in 2
weeks. absolutely @@

(+)
Like - Reply - 6w
thor *
losed (11.30am)
1

Au
Crickley Hill still cl

Like - Reply - ¢

This poor guy lost his life @@

Reply

, sadly YET ANOTHER... &

O 23 October - @

Stay in your homes the traffic is mad !!
©0

|b Like

23/10/2021

A417 closed shurdington road to air
balloon both directions due to accident.

-~

3 comments Se:

(J Comment

All comn

Man dies after serious crash involving lorry

and car on A417 in Gloucestershire

WEST COUNTRY | GLOUCESTERSHIRE | BIRDLIP | GLOUCESTERSHIRE CONSTABUL.

Man dies after serious crash in
Gloucestershire | ITV News

Emergency services including Gloucestershire

https://www.itv.com/news/westcountry/20
21-10-23/a417-in-gloucestershire-is-
closed-after-a-crash

So sad, another young life. &3

Definitely need a new road and fast! So
sad another young life! X




Date 26" September 2021

Impact Accident/Event/Congestion A417 Cowley roundabout to Alternative Route taken
Evidence Crickley Hill travelling East or West
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Birdlip Village Social Media Posts '- i 26/09/2021
. 26Sep- @ Google maps showing closed fro.air
. . . - . balloon to cowley roundabout.
A417 closed in both directions, air Use the old hill
ambulance circulating pray all involved Another crash on the A417. Helicopter in
attendance, road closed &3
ok x ,
came up from leckhampton road and it
iy 7 comments was closed at air balloon so he had to
) head down crickley hill and up the old
@ Like O Comment ® send Thought there must be - so much traffic birdlip hill. This was about 20mins ago x

—_ . coming past! @
{ |
v Saw a police car going along with sirens ‘ ’ Traffic absolute nightmare through

from Air baloon end toward Nettleton
direction about 40 mins ago

Brimpsfield as everyone diverting off with
their sat navs! Avoid if you can!

Like Reply 7w Like Reply
)

. yes "Ye All very sad. They are using the back lanes
heard a bang just before that, think the as a rat run. Apparently, traffic is gridlocked
ambulance is landing down by the from Brimpsfield to Golden Heart
Heart ox roundabout x

Like Reply 7w Like Reply
' {
_  10hno, always so —  It's more or less opposite the brewery.
sad , lets hope not terribly bad . Looks like a bad one
7w Like Reply 7W Reply 168
Write a re
J

oh no how
awful

7w Like Reply

Helicopter just left xx

Oh no! Hope they are ok! Where on the
a417? We need to come back that way x

Thank you all- | think we will do the back
hill just in case xx
Avoid it if you possibly can. Road closed

behind my house, so on the stretch
between nettleton bottom and Birdlip turn
off. X

4.15 now x

I'll let you know when traffic is flowing
again Nicola x

L& do you think we can come up the air
balloon way? Xx

They're currently saying opening 2-2.15 xx

Opening time currently pushed back to 4-




